CSTA Activities for your Science Methods Class
Introduction to CSTA & Other Professional Organizations
This activity can be an in-class lesson led by you or a homework activity for methods students (or other courses for pre-service teachers). The purpose of the activity is to help future teachers understand what the California Science Teachers Association does and to familiarize them with professional development opportunities associated with the CSTA conference.
What is CSTA?

We propose two options for helping students learn about CSTA (and other professional organizations). 

OPTION 1:  Presentation about CSTA; Informational Slide Show (PowerPoint, ~15 minutes)
CSTA has developed a presentation for you to share with your students. It provides background information about the organization, benefits of membership, and a brief discussion of its role as a state-level advocate for science teaching. The PowerPoint has talking points for you to make to go along with the slide show. These can be found in the “notes” view of the slide show. You may want to print that out for use during an in-class presentation. (If you’d like copies of the CSTA newspaper California Classroom Science and a recent CSTA journal, both referenced in the slide show, contact the CSTA office and we will send you copies.)
OPTION 2: Students are assigned to learn about CSTA and other professional science teacher organizations.
Have students do research about CSTA (and other professional science teacher organizations) and create their own slide shows. This option requires students to demonstrate their competence in creating presentations.  Students are instructed to visit the CSTA website (www.cascience.org) and sites of other science teacher organizations to learn about the organization and benefits of membership. Students then create a PowerPoint presentation highlighting what they learned. These can be shared in class or submitted directly to the instructor.

Lesson:

Learning About Professional Science Teacher Organizations

You are going to find out about various professional organizations. Choose any science education professional organization from the list below. Visit their website to find out about the organization.  You will prepare a PowerPoint presentation designed to share with your colleagues. This presentation should be professional looking, as it is for your colleagues, not for children. (Grading criteria includes presenting the slide show to peers. This is optional.)

Here are the science teacher organizations from which to choose:

· California Science Teachers Association 

www.cascience.org

· National Science Teachers Association 

www.nsta.org

· National Association of Biology Teachers 

www.nabt.org

· American Association of Physics Teachers 

www.aapt.org

· American Chemical Society 

www.acs.org

· National Association of Geoscience Teachers 

www.nagt.org

· American Association for the Advancement of Science
  www.aaas.org

Find the following information. Be sure to include it in your presentation.

· Organization name, address, and URL 

· Mission statement 

· Membership information—who is the target audience, how large is the organization, cost of membership, benefits of membership 

· Publication and conference information
· Web resources available from their homepage
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Rubric for Professional Organization Slide Show & Presentation

	
	A
	B
	C

	Content of PowerPoint presentation 35%
	 □
Organization name, address, and URL 

 □
Mission statement 

 □
Membership information—who is the target audience, how large is the organization, cost of membership, benefits of membership 

 □
Publication and conference information 

 □
Web resources available from their homepage 


	 □
Missing one piece of required information 
	 □
Missing two or more pieces of required information 

	Style of PowerPoint presentation 45%
	Background: background design applied to the presentation
Colors: color scheme changed, background and text colors allow for easy reading
Font: legible
Animation: the information enters the screen one bullet/line at a time (preset animation options)
Links: the URL is a hot-link (clickable)

Graphics: an appropriate graphic/clip art image is included
Logo: the organization's logo is copied from the website into the presentation 
Overall impression: professional, technology doesn't get in the way of the information (not too many bells and whistles) 


	Background: background design applied to the presentation
Colors: color scheme is that of the template
Font: legible
Animation: may or may not have animation

Links: no hot links to URL or other sites
Graphics: includes a clip art graphic or image
Logo: includes organization's logo
Overall impression: professional
	Background: no background design chosen. Background may or may not be colored
Colors: colors of background and fonts make it difficult to read the slides
Font: too small or hard to read
Animation: none
Links: none
Graphics: includes an image—may not be appropriate
Logo: includes a logo

Overall impression: less than professional



	Oral presentation (scored by team mates) 10%
	 □
Can speak about information not on the slides. 

 □
Able to discuss the sites that this organization links to (or in- depth discussion of resources on this page)
	 □
Able to discuss information not on the slides. 

 □
Not much information from the site beyond what is found on the first few pages (i.e. no in-depth review of the site)


	 □
Only able to share information that is printed on the slides. 

	Handout & electronic version of presentation 10%
	 □
Handouts provided for group members

 □
The handouts are the 3 or 6 slide/page version

 □
The presentation is submitted to your instructor and teammates via e-mail. 
	 □
Handouts provided for group members. 

 □
The handouts are the 3 or 6 slide/page version. 

 □
The presentation is submitted to your instructor and team-mates via e-mail. 
	 □
Handouts provided for group with the "slide" layout (not handout/notes layout) 

 □
Electronic version of presentation given on disk
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